SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

every movement made and thus reiterate his
challenge against his enemy every hour of the
day. But at that, he played the game squarely
with his adversary, for since the Manchu con-
sulate was straight through the block from Sun's
headquarters the Imperialists had the oppor-
tunity of picking Sun off with shot-gun or rifle
every time he came or went. This taunting au-
dacity was a bitter pill for the Manchus, for taking
Sun's life would have caused a murderous whole-
sale reprisal against all the members of the
Manchu consular staff; and letting him remain
in defiance at their very door meant an acknowl-
edgment of his strength as against their weakness.

In spite of prophesies to the contrary, Sun
stayed on at 121, Under the Hillside. His move-
ment took on new life, from the moment when he
thus joined the issue.

Before the abolition of extraterritoriality the
imperial consulate, just through the block, could
have tried Sun one hour and strangled him in a
cellar the next. With extraterritoriality abol-
ished, and confident of reprisals in the event his
life were taken, Sun blithely came and went in
spite of the higher and higher prices placed on his
head. There is a racy humor in this situation
that those of us who think we understand some-
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